
Winslow HosPital
(T1- H.* of a Bucks Market Town)

By

Peter Rudd



rt a cost oJt2.ffi and 24plor package and posting'

a
J

FOREWORD

I first met peter Rudd in1946.At that time I was a Medical Consultant to the

Aylesbury group of hospitals and he was a newly arrived GP in Winslow; or

Local Eamily Doctor ur h. would have called himself and as indeed, he and

his kind certainly were in those days. From the first our professional

relationship was both rewarding and cordial; we discovered many mutual

interests including sailing, music and bird-life and I am happy to say that

after nearly forty y.u6 we remain firm friends. I may add that it took a great

deal of p.ituution to prise the following information from him'

For thirty years he had the medical care of Winslow Hospital; came to

regard it as'his' hospital and developed a great affection for it' The sadness

ne fett as he watched it being demolished is reflected in this essay.

He does not mention that besides his clinical ability, his patients regard

him first of all as a friend and then as their doctor, whilst his literary ability

speaks for itself, as does his sense of humour to those who know him'

Apart from articles on angling in the 'Countryman' and other magazines

this ls the first time his writing has been published. But from 196l -11 he was

broadcasting regularly tn 'Pause for Thought' and 'Ten to Eight'(forerunners

of the current 'ihought for Today'on Radio 4) in a 'Team' which included

Bishop Montefiore, Cyril Fletcher and Joyce Grenfell, and several of these

broadcasts were subsequently published. It afforded him great and wondering

satisfaction when his broad cast'The Swrft in the Orchard'evoked overwhelming

listener response, and was featured not only in 'Pick of the Week'but also

'Pick of the Year'.

Dr. P. F. Rudd qualified M.B., Ch.B. (Birmingham) and L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S.

(London) in 1942 and almost immediately joined the Navy as Surgeon-

Lieutenant, R.N.V.R., having already gained much experience in emergency

surgery during the air-raids on Birmingham'

In the destroyer,'H.M.S. Meynell', he saw action in the North Sea on anti-

E-Boat patrols and later - based on Iceland - on the notorious Russian

Convoyi .ln1944 he was transferred to Combined Operations and was in the

headquarters frigate,'H.M.S. Waveney'which was arrchored off the Normandy

Beachhead on b Ouy minus I until 'D' plus 12, June 6th. In August of that

year he was transferred to'HMLST 239' which proved the most rewarding
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